Sarah C. Willis
August 20, 1941 - January 13, 2021

Sarah C. Willis, 79, of the Stone community of Jackson County, TN, passed
away on January 13, 2021, at Cookeville Regional Medical Center in Cookeville, TN.
Due to COVID 19, a celebration of life will be held at a later date.
She was born August 20, 1941, in Jackson County, TN, to the late Johnnie E. Cassetty
and Aulta Claudine Meadows Cassetty. She worked tirelessly in support of children with
special needs. She was instrumental in the formation of the Special Education program at
Tennessee Tech, was a leader of the creation of Tennessee’s Early Intervention System
and state-wide programs to support those with special needs, and won Presidential
awards for the work she performed.
In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death by three brothers Bobby Cassetty,
Sam Cassetty and Bill Cassetty.
Survivors include 1 Son: Sean (Meichelle) Willis of Smith Grove, KY; 2 Daughters: Cindy
(Keith) Benefield of Wiesbaden, Germany, and Elizabeth Smith of Riverview, FL; 6
Grandchildren: Marcus (Renee) Smith of Riverview, FL, Danielle Smith of Harrison
Township, MI, Alex Smith of Riverview, FL, Brett Willis of Glasgow, KY, Andrew Riddle of
Smiths Grove, KY, and Leah Willis of Glasgow, KY: 3 Great Grandchildren: Ezekiel Smith,
Bane Huff and Declan Smith. 1 Sister: Connie (Bob) Gerregano of Nashville, TN; and 3
Brothers: David (Judy) Cassetty, George (Patsy) Cassetty, and Chuck (Jane)Cassetty.
In lieu of flowers and gifts, memorial donations may be made to St. Jude Children’s
Hospital by contacting the funeral home.
Anderson Upper Cumberland Funeral Home in charge of arrangements. 931-268-1550

Comments

“

When I was a young child (3-7) in the late 1950’s and early 1960’s, my family rented
a house from Sarah’s parents, who lived next door. The house in which we lived is
the same house that has been Sarah’s home for years. It was originally a school
house that Johnny and Claudine moved onto their property and turned into a cute
little house. Years later, Sarah remodeled this house and made it really special.
Sarah and Connie were teenagers when we lived there and are the first baby sitters I
can remember. They spoiled me rotten. I will miss you Sarah. You always made me
feel loved, as did your parents and your whole family.
You will live on in my heart and memories,
Don Johnson

Don Johnson - January 16 at 10:23 AM

“

Sorry for your loss. Glad to reconnect with Sarah when we moved to Jackson Co.
(Granville). She was a gracious lady!!

Morris & Glenda Myers - January 16 at 08:32 AM

“

Sarah was our first statewide Coordinator /Director over Tennessee’s Early
Intervention System. I use to develop our annual report with Sarah in those early
years. Over this task, we became more then co-workers and kept a friendship over
the years. Rest In Peace.

Cindy Mayer - January 16 at 08:31 AM

“

Sarah and I go back to Grade School so I can say that we have been good friends for 70
years. My thoughts and prayers go out to her loved ones!!
Bobby James Ellis - January 16 at 03:11 PM

“

I remember spending nights with Sarah when we were in high school. I was so impressed
that they had a portable dishwasher. Years later she moved back to Jackson County and so
did I (Granville). We had a group of our city friends to come down to see the country. Sarah
made a desert, beautiful strawberry cake - a beautiful gesture that I shall never forget.
Thank you, Sarah! Jeanetta Ragland Schultz
Jeanetta Schultz - January 16 at 05:26 PM

“

I'm so deeply sorry to read of Sarah's passing. My thoughts and prayers are with each of
the family members. God bless.
Belinda - January 16 at 10:47 PM

